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intervju

Građani instinktivno znaju da održavanje 
na vlasti mnogo godina otvara vrata za 

korupciju, i ekonomsku stagnaciju. Samo 
mali broj izabranih se bogati a mase ostaju u 
siromaštvu. Da li se radi o Bjelorusiji ili Bosni 

ili o Crnoj Gori, sve je to isto

VOLFGANG PETRIČ,  AUSTRIJSKI DIPLOMATA 

v
ROIJDQJ�3HWULĀ� MH� SU�
HGVMHGQLN� )RQGDFLMH�
0DUåDORY�SODQ�X�$XVWULML�L�
SUHGVHGDYDMXþL�Instituta 

+HUEHUW�&��.HOPDQ�]D�LQWHUDNWLYQX�
WUDQVIRUPDFLMX�NRQÁLNDWD��1DåRM�
MDYQRVWL�MH�QDMYLåH�SR]QDW�NDR�ELYåL�
YLVRNL�SUHGVWDYQLN�81�D�X�%L+��

MONITOR: Nedavno je u SB 
81�RGUçDQD�GHEDWD�X]�XĀHåþH�
Milorada Dodika i Dragana 
ÿRYLþD��'HEDWX�MH�LQLFLUDR�UXVNL�
SUHGVWDYQLN�X�6%��ÿHVWR�VH�JRYRUL�
o ruskom uticaju u RS. Kako je to 
izgledalo dok ste Vi bili Visoko 
SUHGVWDYQLN�X�%L+"

3(75,ÿ��8�PRMH�YUHPH��L]PHāX�
������L�������VDUDGQMD�VD�5XVLMRP�MH�
ELOD�RGOLĀQD��0RVNYD�MH�åWLWLOD�%DQMD�
/XNX��DOL�X�PQRJLP�VLWXDFLMDPD�
MD� VDP�PRJDR�GD� UDĀXQDP�QD�
SRGUåNX� UXVNRJ�DPEDVDGRUD��
8�VNODGX�VD� WLP��'RGLN� MH�ELR�
NRQVWUXNWLYDQ�SROLWLĀDU��8VSHR�
VDP�GD�SRVWLJQHP�GD�VH�VYH�WUL�
SDUWLMH�VORçH�RNR�VYHREXKYDWQH�
UHIRUPH�HQWLWHWVNLK�XVWDYD��9HOLNL�
QDSUHGDN�MH�ELR�PRJXþ�MHU�MH�ELOR�
L]YHVQRJ�SUDJPDWL]PD�NRG�VYH�
WUL� VWUDQH�äWR� VX�GXçH�RYL� LVWL�
SROLWLĀDUL�RVWDMDOL�QD�YODVWL�WR�MH��ELOR�
YLåH�NRUXSFLMH��D�PDQMH�QDSUHWND�

8VNRUR�MH�X�%RVQL�QDVWDR�WXçDQ�
VORJDQ���*ODGQL�VPR�QD�WUL�MH]LNDµ�

%RVQD�� ]DUREOMHQD� X� HWQR�
SROLWLĀNRM� UHWRULFL�� SRVWDOD� MH�
]DUREOMHQD�GUçDYD��'HMWRQVNL�
SRMDV�]D�VSDVDYDQMH�SUHWYRULR�VH�
X�OXGDĀNX�NRåXOMX�

MONITOR: Kada su pogoršani 
RGQRVL�=DSDGD�VD��0RVNYRP"�

3(75,ÿ��2NXSDFLMRP�.ULPD�
������QRYL�KODGQL�UDW�MH�QD�YLGLNX��
QRYL� IDNWRUL� NDR� .LQD�� QHNH�
DUDSVNH� ]HPOMH�� DOL� L� 5XVLMD� L�
7XUVND��PHQMDMX�JHRSROLWLĀNX�
UDYQRWHçX�QD�%DONDQX�

(YURSD� L�VYHW�VX�X�SRWSXQR�
QRYRP�SRORçDMX��8� VDGHMVWYX�
VD�HSLGHPLMRP�NRYLGD�GLJLWDOQR�
GRED�þH�SURPHQLWL�HNRQRPVNH�
PRJXþQRVWL�]D�VYH�QDV��RVRELWR�]D�
UHJLMX�NRMD�MH�GRGDWQR�SRJRāHQD�
RJURPQLP�GHPRJUDIVNLP�SUR�

PHQDPD��0QRJR�PODGLK� OMXGL�
RGOD]L�ĀLPH�VH�MRå�YLåH�VPDQMXMX�
SHUVSHNWLYH�]D�EROML�çLYRW�X�QML�
KRYLP�GRPRYLQDPD��

3RWUHEQR� MH� GD� UD]XPHPR��
QHGDYQX�åDUDGX�X�81�QD�RYRM�
SR]DGLQL��2GJRYRUQL�]D�ERVDQVNX�
SURSDVW���'RGLN��ÿRYLþ��,]HWEHJRYLþ�
QLMH�ELR�SULVXWDQ�²�SR]YDQL�RG�
VWUDQH�5XVLMH��JUXER�VX�QDSDOL�
(YURSX� L�QMHQRJ�SUHGVWDYQLND��
*GH�EL�ELR�ERVDQVNL�QDURG�GD�QLMH�
ELOR�PLOLMDUGL�HXUD�L�GRODUD�NRML�VX�
VSDVOL�%RVQX"�1LåWD��]DLVWD�QLåWD��
QLVX�GRSULQHOL�RYL�SROLWLĀDUL�NRML�VX�
]ORXSRWUHELOL�QDMYLåH�WHOR�81�GD�EL�
åLULOL�ODçL�L�PUçQMX��2QL�VX�PRçGD�
PQRJR�ERJDWLML�GDQDV�QHJR�åWR�
VX�ELOL�NDGD�VX�XOD]LOL�X�SROLWLNX��
DOL�VX�QMLKRYL�JUDāDQL�VLURPDåQL�

2GNDG� VDP�SUH� ��� JRGLQD�
QDSXVWLR�%RVQX��VXYLåH�PQRJR�
WRJD�MH�SRåOR�QDJRUH��,VNUHQR�VH�
QDGDP�GD�þH�SULMDWHOML�GHPRNUDWV�
NH�%RVQH�NDR�1HPDĀND��$XVWULMD�
L�PQRJL�GUXJL�ELWL�RGOXĀQL�GD�

XQDSUHGH�UHIRUPH� L� LQVLVWLUDMX�
QD�SURPHQDPD��2G�NDGD�MH�QRYL�
VSHFLMDOQL�SUHGVWDYQLN�(8�-RKDQ�
6DWOHU��SRQRYR�MHGDQ�$XVWULMDQDF��
YHþ� MH� SRVWLJQXW� QHNL� XVSHK��
1DNRQ� ��� JRGLQD��0RVWDU� þH�
JODVDWL�RYRJ�GHFHPEUD�

MONITOR: Šta mislite o 
SURPMHQDPD�QD�ĀHOX�QDMYHþLK�
JUDGRYD�X�)HGHUDFLML�L�56"

3(75,ÿ��3URPHQD� MH� VSRUD�
X�%RVQL��DOL� MH�PRJXþD��2ELĀQL�
JUDāDQL��SRVHEQR�X�JUDGRYLPD�
NDR�åWR�VX�6DUDMHYR�L�%DQMDOXND�DOL�
L�X�QHNLP�VHRVNLP�]DMHGQLFDPD��
çHOH�GD�SRåWHQL�OMXGL�EXGX�QMLKRYL�
SUHGVWDYQLFL��1HNH� RG�PDOLK�
SDUWLMD�� NDR� åWR� MH� JUDāDQVNL�
RUL MHQW LVDQD� 1DåD� VWUDQND��
SUHGVWDYOMDMX�WX�SURPHQX��,DNR�
VH�ĀLQL�GD�PODGL�JUDGRQDĀHOQLN�
%DQMDOXNH�QDJLQMH�QDFLRQDOLVWLĀNLP�
RVHþDQMLPD��QMHJRY�SURJUDP�]D�
ERUEX�SURWLY�NRUXSFLMH�SUHGVWDYOMD�
RWNORQ�RG�'RGLNRYH�NOLMHQWHOLVWLĀNH�
SROLWLNH��7R�MH��NRUDN�QDSUHG�

Nadam se da je 
nova crnogorska 

Vlada svjesna 
istorijske 

odgovornosti  
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Crna Gora ulazi u novu fazu 
u svojoj istoriji 

MONITOR: Šta biste sugerisali novoj crnogorskoj Vladi?
PETRIČ: Sa ovim glasanjem Crna Gora ulazi u novu fazu u svojoj istoriji. 

To je omogućila mirna promena koja se dogodila u glasačkoj kabini, 
glavni pokretački događaj u svakoj državi i društvu. Ja poštujem rezultate 
ovih izbora i nadam se da je nova Vlada svesna istorijske odgovornosti 
da radi u korist svih njenih građana i suvereniteta zemlje, da održi njeno 
članstvo u NATO-u i drugim međunarodnim sporazumima, uključujući 
pristupanje EU.

Drugo, dobrosusedski odnosi su veoma bitni i doprinose regionalnoj 
stabilnosti. Tako da dobri odnosi sa Zapadom, EU i SAD-om posebno, a 
posebno sa EU članicama kao što su Nemačka, Italija i Austrija. Odnosi 
sa Rusijom i Kinom koje imaju jak ekonomski uticaj, trebalo bi da budu 
usklađeni sa evropskim pravilima i propisima.

Na kraju, EU će pažljivo posmatrati kako se sprovode unutrašnje reforme, 
posebno u pravosuđu. Transparentnost, odgovornost i vladavina prava-
temelj su članstva Crne Gore u EU.

intervju

8YHUHQ�VDP�GD�þH�(8�SULPHWLWL�
RYH� PDOH� ]QDNH� SURPHQH� L�
SRGUçDWL�LK��9LåH�SRGUåNH�PRUD�LþL�
JUDāDQVNL�RULMHQWLVDQLP�JUXSDPD�
]D�NRMH�HWQLFLWHW�QLMH�RGOXĀXMXþL�
IDNWRU�

MONITOR: Promjene i u 
&UQRM�*RUL��3UHGYLāDOL�VWH�LK��DOL�
QH�WDNR�VNRUR"

3(75,ÿ��0LUQL�SURWHVWL� VX�
]QDN�GD�QDURG�QH�çHOL�GD�SROLWLĀDUL�
]DXYHN�EXGX�QD�YODVWL��*UDāDQL�
LQVWLQNWLYQR�]QDMX�GD�RGUçDYDQMH�
QD�YODVWL�PQRJR�JRGLQD�RWYDUD�
YUDWD�]D�NRUXSFLMX��NURQL]DP�L�
HNRQRPVNX�VWDJQDFLMX��6DPR�PD� 
OL�EURM�L]DEUDQLK�VH�ERJDWL�D�PDVH�
RVWDMX�X�VLURPDåWYX��

'D� OL�VH�UDGL�R�%HORUXVLML� LOL�
%RVQL�LOL�R�&UQRM�*RUL��VYH�MH�WR�
LVWR��

5H]XOWDWL� L]ERUD� VX� MDVDQ�
]QDN�GD�&UQRJRUFL�çHOH�PLUQX�
L� GHPRNUDWVNX� SURPHQX�� -D�
YHUXMHP�GD�þH� MHGQD�VSRVREQD�
YODGD�RWYRULWL�åDQVX�]D�VYH��7R�
þH�SRPRþL�&UQRM�*RUL�X�QMHQRP�
SULVWXSDQMX�(8��,]ERUL�NRML�YRGH�
ND� SURPHQL� ]QDN� VX� YLWDOQH�
GHPRNUDWLMH�

M O N I T O R :  B i l i  s t e  i  
specijalni izaslanik EU za 
Kosovo. Da li bi pitanje odnosa 
Srbije i Kosova moglo ostati na 
QLYRX�]DPU]QXWRJ�NRQÁLNWD�]D�
GXçL�QL]�JRGLQD"

3(75,ÿ��2VLP��åWR� MRå�QHG�
RVWDMH�PHāXHWQLĀNR�SRPLUHQMH�
X�%RVQL��DOEDQVNR�VUSVNL�VXNRE�
RNR�.RVRYD�MH�SRVOHGQMH�LVWRULMV�
NR�SLWDQMH�NRMH� MH�RVWDOR�SRVOH�
UDVSDGD� -XJRVODYLMH��2Q�PRUD�
ELWL�UHåHQ��(YURSL�QLMH�SRWUHEDQ�
MRå�MHGDQ�]DPU]QXWL�NRQÁLNW�QD�
QMHQRM�WHULWRULML��1HGDYQL�VXNRE�
X�1DJRUQR�.DUDEDKX�SRND]XMH�
NDNR�EU]R�]DSXåWHQL�NRQIOLNWL�
SRQRYR�EXNQX��æHOLPR�PLUDQ�
GRJRYRU�]D�.RVRYR��,VNXVQL�(8�
SRVUHGQLN�0LURVODY�/DMĀDN�MH�QD�
REHþDYDMXþHP�SXWX�GD�SRPRJQH�
REHPD�VWUDQDPD�GD�QRUPDOL]XMX��
odnose.

8� RYLP� QHVLJXUQLP� YUH�
PHQLPD��EH]EHGQRVW�QD�%DONDQX�
MH�SULVQR�SRYH]DQD�VD�HYURSVNRP�
EH]EHGQRåþX�L�PLURP��.RVRYR�
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Dejtonski sporazum 
nije nacrt za održivu, evropsku BiH 
MONITOR: Prošlo je 25 godina od Dejtonskog sporazuma. Za to vrijeme 

su se pojavila dva različita pristupa: jedan je insistirao na potpunoj 
primjeni Sporazuma, a drugi na njegovoj izmjeni.

PETRIČ: Od početka je jasno da Dejtonski sporazum može biti samo 
osnova za stvaranje demokratske BiH. Odredbe koje je ispregovarao američki 
izaslanik Ričard Holbruk bile su kompromis na osnovu kojeg je zaustavljen rat. 
To nije bio nacrt za održivu evropsku državu. Da bi se pomoglo posleratnoj 
Bosni – koja je ostala u starim granicama ali podeljena na dva entiteta sa 
visokim stepenom autonomije-stvorena je međunarodna ispostava, KVP 
(OHR), kojom je rukovodio Visoki predstavnik kao krajnji autoritet koji je 
ubrzo dobio vrlo moćna Bonska ovlašćenja da bi uspostavio zakonski 
poredak i otpustio političare koji narušavaju mirovni sporazum. Zajedno 
sa SFOR-om predvođenim NATO, snagama za stabilizaciju, KVP je mogao 
da održi mir u Bosni i doprinese ponovnoj izgradnji države. Oko 90 posto 
infrastrukture, domova, fabrika bilo je u ruševinama. Više od polovine 
populacije je bilo raseljeno ili je živelo kao izbeglice na raznim stranama-
Evropi, Turskoj, SAD-u ili Kanadi. 

Bilo bi nužno nastaviti putem potpune transformacije države, što znači 
ići dalje od Dejtonskog sporazuma. To je KVP radio u prvih deset godina – i 
to je funkcionisalo. Od tada su unutrašnje politike bile u mrežama duboke 
i sistemske korupcije od strane političke biznis elite koja je nastojala da 
odbrani svoje etničko bratstvo.

Nažalost, EU i KVP, obe iz svojih razloga, su odustale od svih težnji i 
ciljeva koje su prihvatile kao svoje obaveze.

Potreban nam je novi početak u Bosni koji će aktivirati civilno društvo 
iznad etničkih podela, reforma nefunkcionalne države i transformacija 
nesposobnog pravosuđa i preopterećene birokratije, u modernu evropsku 
državu.

Evropeizacija bi morala da zameni nedelotvornu i koruptivnu dejtonsku 
državu. Zaboravljamo da EU u Sarajevu ima jednu od najvećih misija u 
svetu. Evropi je potrebno da postane ,,jedina igra u gradu”. Tradicionalni 
saveznici kao SAD bi takođe trebalo da se ponovo angažuju, ali Bosna je u 
Evropi i pre ili kasnije biće članica EU.

MH� ODNPXV� WHVW�]D�PLUROMXELYX�
(YURSX�

MONITOR: 1D�NRML�QDĀLQ�
]DPLåOMDWH�EXGXþQRVW�W]Y��=D�
SDGQRJ�%DONDQD"

3(75,ÿ � � - HGQRP� NDGD�
VH�QDVOHāH� L]� UDWRYD�X�ELYåRM�
-XJRVODYLML�X�SRWSXQRVWL� UHåL��
IRNXV�EL�EU]R�PRUDR�GD�VH�RNUHQH�
QD�çLYRWQH�VRFLMDOQH�L�HNRQRPVNH�
WHPH��6ODEL�HNRQRPVNL�SRND]DWHOML��
]DSDQMXMXþD�QHMHGQDNRVW�L�JRUXþL�
L]D]RY� NOLPDWVNLK�SURPHQD�
%DONDQ� MH�QHUD]YLMHQ� L� VXYLåH�
]DJDāHQ�L�WLPH�VH�PRUD�EDYLWL��(8�
MH�VSUHPQD�GD�SRPRJQH�L�SULPL�
&UQX�*RUX�L�UHJLRQ�X�VYRM�NUXJ��

MONITOR: EU ima problem 
VD� QHVODJDQMHP�0DāDUVNH� L�
Poljske u vezi sa uslovljavanjem 
za pristup fondovima EU, što se 
uslovljava vladavinom prava. 

3(75,ÿ��3RSXOLVWLĀNL�SRNUHWL�
åLURP�(YURSH�XJUR]LOL� VX�QDå�
OLEHUDOQL�GHPRNUDWVNL�VLVWHP��7R�
MH�SRVHEQR�RSDVQR�X�0DāDUVNRM�
L�3ROMVNRM�� DOL� L� X�%XJDUVNRM� L�
5XPXQLML�

(8� MH�REH]EHGLOD�PLOLMDUGH�
HXUD�GD�EL�VH�ERULOL�SURWLY�HNR�
QRPVNLK�SRVOHGLFD�SDQGHPLMH�
L�PLOLMDUGH�NRMH�EL�VH�LQYHVWLUDOH�
X�HYURSVNX� LQGXVWULMX��1RYDF�
PRUD�ELWL�SRWURåHQ�QD�NRUHNWDQ�
L�WUDQVSDUHQWDQ�QDĀLQ�

8� 0DāDUVNRM � L � 3RO M VNR M�
SUDYRVXāH�YLåH�QLMH�QH]DYLVQR�
7R� MH�RWYRULOR�YUDWD�NRUXSFLML� L�
]ORXSRWUHEL�YHOLNLK�QRYĀDQLK�
L]QRVD�NRML�VX�VWL]DOL� L]�%ULVHOD��
=HPOMH���NDR�1HPDĀND�L�$XVWULMD�
NRMH�XSODþXMX�PQRJR�YLåH�X�(8�
EXGçHW�QHJR�QHNH�GUXJH��çHOH�
GD�EXGX�VLJXUQH�GD�þH�VH�QRYDF�
WURåLWL�PXGUR�L�WUDQVSDUHQWQR��

7R�QLMH� RQR� åWR� çHOL� J�GLQ�
2UEDQ�� ĀLMD� MH� GXJRJRGLåQMD�
DXWRNUDWVND�YODGDYLQD�SR]QDWD�
SR�]ORXSRWUHEL�MDYQLK�IRQGRYD�

9LGHþHPR�NDNR�þH�WDM�VXNRE�
ELWL�UHåHQ��MD�VH�QDGDP�L�YHUXMHP�
GD�þH�GHPRNUDWLMD�L�RGJRYRUQRVW�
SUHYODGDWL�

8NRO LNR� ]HPO MH � NR MH � VX�
NDQGLGDWL��PHāX�QMLPD� L�&UQD�
*RUD��QH�UD]YLMX�MDĀL�GHPRNUDWVNL�
VLVWHP��PQRJH�(8� ĀODQLFH� þH�
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Questions by Nastasija Radovic 
 
 

1. It’s been 25 years since the signing of the Dayton agreement. 
In this period there were opposite approaches to it: One 
insisted on full implementation of this agreement and the 
other took into account a possible transformation of it. What 
do you think about that? 
 
PETRITSCH: It was clear from the outset that the Dayton 
Accords can only be the mere basis for the creation of a 
democratic Bosnia and Herzegovina. The provisions 
negotiated by the American envoy Richard Holbrooke  was a 
compromise with which the war was stopped. But it is no 
blueprint for a viable European state, we have to admit. In 
order to assist post-war Bosnia – which remained in its old 
borders but was divided into two highly autonomous Entities 
– an international office, the OHR, was created, headed by 
the High Representative as the final authority and soon 
thereafter equipped with the strong Bonn Powers to impose 
legislation and sack politicians who violated the peace treaty. 
Together with the NATO-led SFOR, the Stabilisation Force, 
the OHR was able to keep Bosnia at peace and contributed to 
re-build the state. We need to be reminded that about 90 
percent of Bosnia’s infrastructure, housing, factories  etc was 
destroyed. More than half of its population of 4 million was 
displaced or lived as refugees all over Europe, Turkey, the 
US and Canada. 



Thus it was necessary to folllow the road of a full 
transformation of the state, which means going beyond 
Dayton. This is what the OHR did in the first ten years – and 
it worked. Since then, however, domestic politics has been 
caught up in deep and systemic corruption by a poliical-
business elite that pretends to defend their ethnic brethren. 
Unfortunately, the EU and the OHR, both for its own 
reasons, have for all intents and purposes withdrawn from 
their obligations. 
We need a new start in Bosnia by activating civil society 
across ethnic lines, reform the dysfunctional state and 
transform the inept judiciary and the burdensome 
bureaucracy into a modern European state. 
Europeanisation has to replace the inefficient and corrupt 
Dayton state.  
We forget hat the Eub has one of izts largest Missions 
worldwide in Sarajevo. Europe needs to become the only 
game in town. Yes, traditional allies like the US need to re-
engage as well, but Bosnia is in Europe and will sooner or 
later become a member of the European Union. 

 
2. A few days ago, there was a debate in the UN-Security 

Council with the participation of Milorad Dodik and Dragan 
Covic. Dodik once again exposed that he doesn’t recognize 
unique and whole Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The debate was 
initiated by Russian representative in the Security Council. 
There were many discussions about Russian s influence in 
the politics of Republika Srpska. Was that the same during 
your heading of OHR? 
 
PETRITSCH: At my time between 1999 and 2002 
cooperation with Russia was excellent. Yes, Moscow was 
defending Banja Luka, but on many occasions I could get the 
support of the Russian Ambassador. This was part of the 
success and, accordingly, Dodik was a constructive 



politician. I managed to get all three parties to agree on a 
sweeping reform of the Entity Constitutions. Much progress 
was possible because of a certain pragmatism on all three 
sides. The longer these same politicians stayed in power the 
more corruption and less progress occurred.  
Soon Bosnia’s sad slogan was “Gladni smo na tri jezika”. 
Bosnia, caught up in ethno-political rhetoric, it became a 
captured state. The life vest of Dayton turned into a 
straitjacket. 
Relations between Russia and the West have deteriorated 
since the occupation of the Crimea in 2011. A new Cold War 
is on the horizon, new external actors like China, some Arab 
states, but also Russia and Turkey, are changing the 
geopolitical equation in the Balkans. 
Europe and the world are in a totally new situation. 
Compounded by the Covid Pandemic the Digital Era will 
change the economic prospects  for all of us, particularly for 
the region which is additionally hit by enormous 
demographic changes. Too many young people are leaving 
and further diminishing prospects for a better life in their 
home countries.  
Now to your question: We need to understand the recent 
charade at the UN against this background. Those responsible 
for the Bosnian desaster – Dodik, Covic; Izetbegovic did not 
attend – were invited by a misguided Russia to attack Europe 
and its representative in a rude way. Where would the 
Bosnian people be if it were not for the billions of Euros and 
Dollars that saved Bosnia? Nothing, really nothing was 
contributed by these politicians who abuse the highest UN 
body to spread lies and hate. They might be much richer now 
than they were before they entered politics, but its citizens 
have remained poor. 
I must say that since Ieft Bosnia some 18 years ago, too much 
has become worse. I sincerely hope that the friends of a 
democratic Bosnia like Germany, Austria and many others  



in the EU will resolutely advance reforms and insist on 
change. I am confident since the new EU Special 
Representative Johann Sattler, by the way again an Austrian, 
has already achieved some success. After a 12-year standstill, 
Mostar will vote this coming December. 

 
3. What do you think about the last local elections in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina?  Interesting changes happened especially 
in Sarajevo and Banjaluka? 
 
PETRITSCH: Change is slow in Bosnia – but it is possible. 
My feeling is that ordinary citizens, particularly in cities like 
Sarajevo or Banja Luka, but also in some rural communities 
want posteni ljudi as their representatives. Some of the 
smaller parties, like the civic-oriented Naša Stranka represent 
change. Although the young Mayor of Banja Luka seems to 
be inflicted by nationalist sentiment, his anti-corruption 
program represents a departure from Dodik’s clientelist 
politics. A big step forward! 
I am confident that the EU will seize these small signs of 
change and support them. More support must go to civic-
minded groups for whom ethnicity is not the decisive 
political or economic factor.  

 
4. You said that the power time of Milo Djukanovic would 

come to the end sometimes but not so soon. Are you 
surprised about the results of the newest elections in 
Montengro and about the victory of opposition. 
 
PETRITSCH: Well, Europe is watching carefully what is 
happening in Belarus, where the days of Lukašenko – the 
longest serving dictator of Europe - are numbered. The 
peaceful protests are a sign that people do not want 
politicians to stay on forever. Citizens know instinctly that to 
occupy power for too many years opens the door for 



corruption, cronyism and economic standstill.A chosen few 
become rich and the masses remain in poverty. 
Whether this is Belarus or Bosnia, but also to Montenegro, its 
all the same.  
The election results are a clear indication that Montenegrins 
want change, peaceful and democratic change. A competent 
government opens a great opportunity for alI, I believe. This 
will help Montenegro in its accession to the EU. Because 
elections that produce change are a sign of a vital democracy. 
 

 
5. Do you have any suggestion to the new Montenegrian 

government? 
 

         PETRITSCH: With these votes Montenegro has entered a 
new phase in its history. Peaceful change in the election booth does 
work, this is a crucial development in any state and society.            
I respect the election results and hope that the new government is 
aware of its historic responsibility will work for the benefit of all 
its citizens and the country’s sovereignty, keep its promise to stick 
to NATO membership and to other international commitments, 
including EU accession. 
Secondly, good neighbourly relations are crucial and contribute to 
regional stability. So are good relations with the West, the EU and 
the US in particular as well as with individual EU members such as 
Germany, Italy and Austria. Relations with Russia and China have 
a strong economic impact and have thus to abide by European 
rules and regulations. 
Finally, the EU will watch carefully how domestic reforms will be 
executed – in the judiciary in particular. Transparency, 
accountability and the Rule of Law - this is the bedrock of the 
future EU member Montenegro. 
 



6. You were special envoy EU for Kosovo. From the point of 
view of such experience, if the Kosovo-Serbia question can 
stay as “frozen conflict” for many years ahead? 

 
PETRITSCH: Apart from still missing inter-ethnic 
reconciliation in Bosnia, the Albanian-Serbian conflict over 
Kosovo is the last historic question remaining from the 
break-up of Yugoslavia. It must be resolved in due course 
since Europe does not need yet another frozen conflict on its 
territory. The recent war in Nagorno Karabach has  
demonstrated how fast conflicts, kept unattended, reignite.  
We want a peaceful compromise for Kosovo. The 
experienced EU mediator Miroslav Lajcak is on a promising 
path to help both sides to normalize its relations. 
In uncertain times as ours, Balkan security is intimately tied 
into European security and peace. In this way Kosovo is a 
lithmus test for a peaceful Europe. 

 
7. In what way you have imagined the political and social scene 

of the Southeast Balkans in the future? 
 
PETRITSCH: Once the legacy of the wars in former 
Yugoslavia is fully settled, the focus must urgently shift to 
the vital social and economic issues. Weak economic 
performance, staggering inequality and  the pressing 
challenge of climate change – the Balkans is underdeveloped 
and overpolluted – has to be tackeld. The EU is ready to 
assist and take Montenegro and the region into its orbit. We 
Austrians are convinced that the future of the whole region 
lies in the EU.  

 
8. EU, nowadays, has a problem with Poland and Hungary 

about the budgeting EU for the seven years and funding the 
consequences of the Covid crisis. The problem is the rule of 
law as requirement? 



 
PETRITSCH: The populist political movements all over 
Europe have jeopardized our liberal democratic system. This 
is in particular danger in Hungary and Poland, but also in 
Bulgaria and in Rumania. 
The EU has provided billions of Euros to combat the 
economic consequences of the pandemic and further billions 
to be invested into the European industry. The money must 
be spent in a correct and transparent way.  
Unfortunately in Hungary and Poland the judiciary is no 
longer independet. In the past few years this has opened the 
door for corruption and misspending of large sums, provided 
by Brussels. Now member states like Germany or Austria 
who pay much more into the EU budget than others want to 
be sure that the money is spent wisely and transparently.  
This is not what Mr. Orban wants whose longtime autocratic 
government is famous for misapropriating public funds. His 
best friend has become the richest Hungarian in no time. 
How? This kind of crony corruption has to stop. Public 
control is what the EU wants. 
We will see how this confrontation is going to be resolved, I 
hiope and trust that democracy and accountability will 
prevail. 
What can the Balkan states learn from this? 
Unless the candidate countries, among them Montenegro, 
develop a stronger democratic system, many EU members 
will remain sceptical vis-à-vis enlargement. Brussels does not 
want new members to become like Hungary or Poland. This 
would shift the EU towards an authoritarian system which in 
turn would destroy the very concept of a liberal democratic 
European Union. 

 
9. Joseph Biden is the President-elect of the USA. Could we 

expect from him and his administration more or much 



different in his politics than it was going on in the previous 
Democrat’s Presidency? 

 
PETRITSCH: The newly elected President will most 
certainly revoke some of the worst decisions taken by his 
predecessor. He already announced to re-join the Paris 
Climate Accord and to return into the multilateral frame with 
the UN and the Specialized Agencies like the World Health 
Organisation WHO at its center. 
Mr Biden will also strengthen Euro-Atlantic relations and he 
will support the EU in the Balkans. 
So there are many positive signs around.  
But what is even more important is that the EU continues to 
reform itself, strenghthens its strategic autonomy and 
becomes a player on the global scene. The American centrury 
is coming to an end and a new multi-polar global order is in 
the making. Europe has to find its proper place between the 
Big Players US, China, Russia. For this we need all our 
positive forces, including those from smaller states like 
Austria and Montenegro. 
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